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but yet nothing. ... A thousand hopes but all
nothing, a hundred promises but yet nothing. Thus
casting upp the inventory of my friends, hopes, promises
and tymes, the summa totalis amounteth to just
nothing."
This letter, wherein complaint and compliance fight an
even battle, means more than that Lyly had failed to obtain
the Mastership of the Revels to which his literary successes
had temerariously caused him to aspire. The Queen turned
a deaf ear to his supplication. His reputation was ebbing.
He wrote two or three more plays, the last in 1601, and died
in poverty and neglect five years later.
Fashions in literature are as eternal as are some of its
beauties. But it is difficult for us who catch the same
morbus as past golden, silver, or copper ages have handed
down to us, to realise the extent of Lyly's divinity as arbiter
of the literary mode. For that we have to go to his con-
temporaries. There were five editions of Euphues in seven
years, but only ten in fifty-six years. The " University
Wits/5 Lodge, Greene, Peele, and Nash, were profoundly
influenced in their non-dramatic writings by whom Francis
Meres in Palladis Tamia called " eloquent and wittie John
Lillie." William Webbe's Discourse of English Poetrie (1586)
discharged a volley of commendations:
" Whose works, surely in respect of his singular
eloquence and brave composition of apt words and sen-
tences, let the learned examine and make tryall thereof
thorough all the parts of Rhethoricke, in fitte phrases,
in pithy sentences, in gallant tropes, in flowing speeche,
in plain sence and surely in my judgement, I think he
wyll yeelde him that verdict, which Quintillian giveth
of bothe the best Orators, Demosthenes and Tully, that
from the one, nothing may be taken away, to the other,
nothing may be added."
The smiting pedant, Gabriel Harvey, called Nash the
" ape of Greene " and Greene " the ape of Euphues." Lodge
spoke of him as " famous for facilitie in discourse." But
since idols attract iconoclasts alike with ministrants, as good
manure makes a rich bed for slugs and leather-jackets, we
expect and hear contrary voices to the chorus of acclama-
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